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Staff Farewells: The final Goldie 

for the Year is always a rather sad 

one as it usually farewells members 

of staff. 

Jan Stark returned at the start of 

the year to fill in for Vikki Adam in 

the English department.  Those of us 

who knew Jan well were fully aware 

that she would become involved in 

far more than the English 

department and so it has proved – 

productions, Pirate Day, Lipsync 

(Nina the ballerina will go down in 

the folk lore of GBHS) - for 

example.  Jan leaves us at the end of 

the year having made considerable 

personal sacrifice, to return to her 

life and husband in London. 

Vikki Adam will not be returning to 

Golden Bay High School, having 

made a decision to remain in Brunei.  

Ms. Tasmine Palmer who has 

graduated from the University of 

Canterbury post graduate teacher 

training programme will begin her 

career as an English teacher from 

the start of term 1. 

Heather Wallace, who in 2008 

set up our SPEC programme and for 

the past two years has been the 

teacher overseeing the programme 

for some of our students with 

special education needs, is finishing 

at the end of term.   Heather 

approaches her job with a great deal 

of care and compassion for the 

students under her care and has 

always been an advocate for 

inclusiveness of all students in the 

daily life of the school.  Heather 

McKendry will take over both the 

Special Education role and the 

teaching of the SPEC classes. 

Lisa Savage has once again earned 

our gratitude for demonstrating her 

versatility by taking over the SPEC 

classes for the past term.  In her 

various relieving roles, there will be 

few curriculum areas that Lisa has 

not covered, and no doubt she will 

continue to provide great service as 

a day reliever. 

Liesje Stevens has been the 

secretary to the Principal and to the 

Board since 1996. In recent years, 

considerable responsibility has been 

added to her role as she took on 

the mantle of Executive Officer.  As 

such she knows the workings of the 

school probably better than most 

and certainly knew the ins and outs 

of the Principal’s job!  Liesje initially 

took a year off to study at Victoria 

University, a continuation of the 

distance learning programme that 

she had previously somehow 

managed alongside her job.  Such 

has been her success that she has 

decided to continue there and 

pursue an academic career.  She 

leaves knowing that she has the 

support of everyone who worked 

with her and is a great example to 

all of us that learning is life-long.  

Jude Edmondson stepped in 

initially in a long term relieving role, 

but I am very pleased that Jude has 

agreed to continue on a permanent 

basis. 

...continued on pg 2 

Notes from the Office 

 The Office will close on Friday 11 December. 

Please ensure that your fees are paid up so that we 

can finalise our end of year accounts.  

 Please retrieve all lost property. Anything left 

behind at the end of the year will go to Trash Palace 

 School Magazines should be available from Tuesday 

8 December. They will be distributed to families 

who have paid their activity fee . Extra copies can 

be purchased from the school office for $20. 

Junior Closing Ceremony  

All parents, family and 

friends are cordially invited 

to attend the junior closing 

ceremony, to celebrate the 

achievements of our 

students in years 7 – 10.  

The ceremony begins in the 

school hall at 2.00pm on 

Friday 11th December. 

Home & School Uniform Sale 

Dates 
Tuesday 26 January 2010  11am- 1 pm 

Friday    29 January 2010 11am- 1 pm 

in the school hall 

Prices (subject to change ) 

Green Polar Fleece Vest: 10-14   $33 

Green Polar Fleece Vest: S, M, L $36 

Green Fleece Sweatshirt: 10-14 $38 

Green Fleece Sweatshirt: S,M,L $47 

House Coloured T-Shirt: (Red, Green, 

Yellow, Blue) 0-16 $15 

Black PE Shorts 8-Large $25 

Plain White T-Shirt: 10-14 $10 
Plain White T-Shirt: S,M,L $12 

Quiz Night   
(Home & School Fundraiser) 

*    Wednesday 6th January 2010 

*    8pm Pohara Hall (doors open 7.30) 

*    Tickets  $10pp (includes food platter) 

*    Bar & Beverages available (no byo) 

Prize donations and setup help urgently 
needed. Please Ph May Packard  on 525 9846 

Goldie Return Slip 

The winner of the final canteen 

voucher for the year is Oliver Bailey 
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S t u d e n t 

Achievement: We 

have had a number 

of students achieve 

sporting success at a 

national level this year and two more 

have come to notice recently in soccer.  

The New Zealand Football Association 

has set up elite squads of players to 

trial and train for possible selection in 

New Zealand under 17 teams at the 

next two Junior World Cups.  Willow 

Milligan (Year 10) and Geena Gross 

(Year 7) will attend training camps with 

the top coaches in New Zealand and 

their selection in these squads is an 

outstanding achievement. 

Emma Bailey (Year 7) has added to 

recent high student achievement with 

Trinity Guildhall exams by passing 

Grade 1 piano with distinction. 

 

Inter-House Competition: The 

results from the various lunchtime 

activities have been added to the points 

for the major school sporting 

competitions to determine the winners 

of the Turley shield.  For 2009, the top 

house is RED house.  Well done to 

everyone in red house, but also well 

done to all students once again for the 

high participation levels, for your 

competitiveness and also for your 

general sense of fair play. 

 

Vertical Forms: Throughout this 

year the school has trialled a vertical 

form system of pastoral care, with the 

aim of improving mentoring processes, 

providing leadership opportunities, 

providing additional support for dealing 

with issues such as bullying, and 

fostering house spirit.  There has been 

widespread, although relatively low 

key, opposition from students.  This in 

itself was not sufficient reason to turn 

back the clock and return to year level 

based form classes in 2010 but was 

certainly a factor in making that 

decision.  The decision though needs 

to be put into context:  we are a very 

small school, one that has been 

characterised for a long time by the 

very positive relationships that exist 

between students at different year 

levels and between students and staff.  

This in fact provides us with an ideal 

environment to work on the aims 

stated above.  The second contextual 

factor is the focus that is demanded on 

implementing both the new curriculum 

and the government –imposed national 

standards for numeracy and literacy.   

This involves all teaching staff and this 

is where our focus should firmly lie in 

2010. 

 

Acknowledgements: our departing 

year 13 students, in a survey about the 

s c h o o l ,  h a v e  o n c e  a g a i n 

overwhelmingly endorsed the support 

of staff and the very positive staff-

student relationships that are the 

cornerstone of our school.  I 

acknowledge the work that all staff, 

teaching and non-teaching, put in to 

make this happen and to provide our 

students with every chance of success 

through life. 

I also appreciate the work of our 

Board of Trustees who through their 

governance role support the work of 

the staff.  The Home and School once 

again has proven to be a very 

committed group of people who also 

provide effective support for staff, 

students and families. 

Thank you, too, to parents, 

community organisations and local 

businesses, who all provide the 

considerable support that schools 

cannot possibly do without. 

Finally, I acknowledge the students, 

a l l  o f  whom have made a 

contribution of some sort to the 

year.  To those leaving us, our very 

best wishes.  I hope that all who 

return in 2010 will do so ready to 

take on even bigger challenges. 

Roger File 

 

Start  Dates 2010: 

Tuesday 2 February:  

Years 7, 11, 12 and 13 only. 

 Assembly in the hall at 9.00am.  

Wednesday 4 February: all 

students at school. Assembly for 

years 8, 9 and 10 at 8.50am. 

Friday 29 January : 

Students in Year 13 are required to 

meet with your dean Mr. Batten 

between 10am and 1pm to confirm 

your courses. 

Year 12 students need to come in to 

school between 9am and 1pm  to 

meet with your dean Mr. Slow.  

 

Wednesday 27 Jaunary:  

Year 11 students should have 

received a letter from your dean, Mr. 

Childs, to set an appointment to 

meet with him on this date. 

  

On the first day we drove to Totaranui on the bus. It took AGES! 

Finally we arrived. Totaranui was really hot so we wanted a swim, but 

unfortunately the Aqua Taxi had just arrived and we didn’t really 

want to miss it. Sailing on the Aqua Taxi was fun, especially when we 

zoomed over some big waves! We saw quite a few seals on Tonga 

Island. When we got to Anchorage, Mr. Allinson gave us a quick 

briefing, and then told us where to pitch our tents. Ours was right 

next to a picnic table. When we were all settled in, we were allowed 

to explore the beach, creek etc. A little later on we went for a hike 

up to Cleopatra’s Pool. We didn’t walk with our packs this time 

though. The pools were like a natural water slide!  Some brave people 

went down the slide, screaming as loudly as they could. At night we 

told spooky ghost stories. It was really fun and only the first day!                             

by Katy Blasdale 
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There have been some outstanding achievements 

by students in extra-curricular sporting events 

over this year, including the following:- 

 

Athletics 

Kai Mason:       Yr 7  Shot put record  GBAAC 

Connor Duff:   Yr 7  High Jump record GBAAC  

Holly Johnson  Yr 9  3000m record GBHS 

Megan Wintour Yr 9  

2nd place 400m Tasman v. Canterbury 

3rd place 100m  Tasman v. Canterbury 

1st place Javelin TSS, record GBHS  

Neil Mason: Yr10  3000m record GBHS 

Courtney Clarke: Yr 11    

Discus record GBAAC & GBHS,  

1st place discus TSS, 

1st SISS, 5th NZSS  under 19(36.20m)  

Shot put record GBAAC, 2nd place TSS, 1st SIS 

Kieran Mason: Yr 11  Shot put record  GBAAC 

April Crawford: Yr 12  

1st place 800 m. -TSS, 5th SISS, 

7th NZSS (2.23.71min.) 

 1st place 1500m TSS, 3rd SISS 

3000m record GBHS 

Chris Line: Yr12  Javelin record GBHS,  

1st TSS, 1st SISS, 3rd NZSS(49.72m) 

Discus  2nd SISS 

 

Cross Country 

April Crawford:  Yr12  2nd TSS 

 

Swimming 

Tui Kraal: Yr 12  

33 Breaststroke record GBHS 

33 Freestyle record  GBHS 

 

Triathlon (Rabbit Is.  Triathlon ) 

2nd place: U14 Female Team  Holly Johnson, Megan 

Wintour, Lydia Freeman 

 2nd place: U16 Male Team  Arna Peterson, Ari 

Kingan, April Crawford  (note: the 2 females 
holding their own in a male field!)   
 

Rockclimbing 

Leon Schrader, Jess Philp, April Crawford, 

Luke Johnstone 

1st places for individual climbs at TSS, and 2nd 

place team category at SISS, Christchurch. 

 

 

Football 

Geena Gross: Yr 7   Nelson Rep. 12th Grade, -

National Football Academy selection 

Mitchell Winter: Yr7  Nelson Rep. 12th Grade 

Willow Milligan: Yr 10  Nelson Rep. 16th Grade, 

and  Mainland Football Team selection, ChCh 

 

Rugby 

Jacob Eggers: Yr8  

Seddon Shield rep. player U52kg 

Luke Parata:  

Yr8   Seddon Shield rep. player U52kg 

Kieran Davies: Yr9  -U14 Nelson Bays rep. player 

Kyle Davies:  Yr10  -U15 Nelson Bays rep. player 

Aaron Williams:Yr12 -U16 Nelson Bays rep. Player 

 

U15 Rugby representative team to SISS 

tournament, Invercargill 

 

Netball  

*GBHS A Netball team to SISS tournament, 

Timaru  

 

Cycling 

Reece Potter: Yr11: 

1st Top of the South Downhill mountain biking 

 

Motocross 

Hamish Harwood:  Yr10   

1st overall Top of the South U16 (2 classes) 

1st Canterbury Championship U14 

2nd South Island Championship U16 (2 classes) 

 

In 2009 we had 63% of our 

students representing Golden Bay 

High School in some form of 

sport. 

Top of the South Motocross Results" 

Jnr 12-16 125cc class    1st  Hamish Harwood 

                                    4th  Jesse Morgan 

                                   11th  Josh Jenkins 

Jnr 14-16 250cc class    1st  Hamish Harwood 

                                   5th  Josh Jenkins 

Jnr 125cc sprint race   1st  Hamish Harwood 

                                  2nd  Jesse Morgan 

                                  6th J osh Jenkins 
Highest point scoring junior trophy went to Hamish Harwood.. 
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LIBRARY HOUSEKEEPING – Returning library books 
By now Year 10 should have returned all their library books before heading off on their 
electives.  The rest of the school (Year 7 to 9) your library books are to be returned by Monday 
7th Dec at the latest. If not we will be ringing home during the week to get them all back in. 
 
 

HOLIDAY READING 
Looking for something to read during the holidays, check out our Library Blog, which has undergone a face-
lift, and Wikis for suggested books, lots there for you to browse through. Why not find yourself a theme and 
see if you can read all the books suggested on the Reading Lists. 
 
Library Blog 
http://gblibrary.blogspot.com/ 
 
NCEA Wide Reading Wiki (For Yr 11 – 13, some titles suitable for Yr10, lots of Themes on this wiki) 
http://nceawidereading.wikispaces.com/ 
 
The Sandbox (For Yr 0 – 10, a variety of lists for this age group) 
http://gbhs-sandbox.wetpaint.com/ 
 

HAVE A SAFE AND HAPPY HOLIDAY 

 
 

FROM THE LIBRARY 
Another year has gone by and I am in the middle of the annual Library 
Stocktake before we close the library.  As is our policy, we do not let books 
out over the Christmas/New Years holiday period as they tend to get 

misplaced.  If there are any books that students would like to reserve for next 
year please fill out the reserve slips on the New Books display stand in the library. 

MUSIC STUDENTS’ 

AFTERNOON CONCERT 

On Wednesday 3 December 

we held our annual music 

concert hosted by our 

music students, who played 

one of their favourite pieces for each other, 

their parents/caregivers and other family 

members.  

We would like to thank the audience for 

coming and hope you all enjoyed the 

performances.  

Congratulations to all the music students. 

Keep practising over the summer holidays to 

maintain your skills or even improve ! 

Happy Holidays, Angela 

Join Tasman District Libraries  

Summer Reading Programme! 

Enrolments open Monday 7th Dec. 

For children aged 5-12 years 

To complete the programme children must read daily 

and check in at the library at least four times between 

16th Dec – 22nd Jan 

Contact: Doris 525 0059 

This is the last Goldie 

for 2009.  

Have a safe and happy  

holiday and we will see 

you all back next year. 

http://gblibrary.blogspot.com/
http://nceawidereading.wikispaces.com/
http://gbhs-sandbox.wetpaint.com/

