
 

 

 

TERM TWO 2026 CALENDAR 

1 June ................ King’s Birthday ; school closed 

2 June .................. Uniform Shop open 

12 June................ Goldie 

16 June................ Uniform Shop open 

18 June................ Junior DIsco 

19 June .............. Staff Only Day 

23 June................ Y7-10 Student/Whānau/ 

 ............................. Teacher subject hui  

25, 26 June……….QCC exchange (hosting, here) 

26 June................ Goldie 

30 June................ Uniform Shop open 

3 July ................... End of Term 2 

10 July ................. Matariki (in the term break) 

20 July ................. Start of Term 3 

Whanaungatanga          Manaakitanga          Wairuatanga          Kaitiakitanga 

Tēnā koutou katoa, 
 

A well rounded education 
Two events that have occurred recently are the cross 
country and careers expo in Nelson. It was fantastic to 
see huge participation in the cross country, in particular 
the championship event. It is a rugged course truly 
deserving of the title. It was also great to see a large 
number of senior students take the opportunity to 
attend the careers expo and get exposure to the myriad 
of opportunities available to them.  
 

These two events are each part of the well rounded education that 
we offer at Te Waka Kura o Mohua | Golden Bay High School. 
While academic learning leading to meaningful pathways is 
undoubtedly our core business, holistically setting up students for 
success in their lives beyond school requires a broader focus. 
 

We are dedicated to nurturing the whole student through a rich, 
well-rounded curriculum designed to spark curiosity, build 
resilience, and uncover lifelong passions. Opportunities for this 
come through sports, culture, the arts, leadership, service, outdoor 
and environmental sustainability initiatives that build character 
and teamwork.  
 

By embracing these diverse experiences, our students don’t just 
accumulate knowledge—they develop the critical thinking, 
adaptability, and empathy needed to thrive in an ever-changing 
world. Together, we are shaping well-rounded global citizens ready 
to make their mark or as our school vision frames it ‘Inspiring 
world-ready rangatahi’.  
 
Strategic Planning 
The school board is currently in the process of developing a new 
strategic plan for 2027 - 2029. This document will guide the 
direction of the school in the coming years.  
Thank you to all of the parents, caregivers, whānau, students and 
staff that provided input through the consultation process. The 
board is now utilising that feedback to develop the plan.  
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Remember…  
If there are any school-related ads, 

photos or articles you would like put 

in the Goldie, please email to  

goldie@gbh.school.nz 

Once developed, the draft plan will be 
distributed for feedback before confirmation 
and adoption for the start of next year.  
 

Thank you to the board for all of the work 
that you do in support of the school and our 
students.    
 
Ake ake kia kaha 
 

Jono Hay 

https://www.facebook.com/gbh.school.nz
mailto:goldie@gbh.school.nz


 

 

Lipsync has always been such a big highlight of our years 

at GBHS. We’ve always loved watching the creativity, joy and 
effort all students put into every act and house performance.  
 

Being an MC this year had always been something we hoped 
to do in year 13; it was such a special and memorable way to 
finish my final Lipsync. 
 

This year by far was the best Lipsync each of us has been a 
part of over the last 7 years, not just because of being MC, 
but because we saw so many students up on that stage 
having an awesome time. 
 

What makes Lipsync so special is that it gives people the 
chance to step outside their comfort zone, make memories, 
and be part of something bigger than themselves. Seeing 
students cheer each other on and celebrate everyone’s 
efforts reminded us how important school spirit and 
connection really is. We are very lucky our school provides 
such an awesome event.  
 

We encourage everyone to give Lipsync a go at least once, 
even if it's outside your comfort zone. Trust us, you won’t 
regret it.  
 

By Isla Burgess and Malika Gall 

 

"As a new student to Te Waka Kura o Mohua this year it 
was a really awesome opportunity to learn and get 
involved with Lip Sync.  
Taking photos and video of this long running competition 
was awesome and I just wish I could have a few more years 
to participate.  
I'll definitely be coming back to watch as an adult" 
 

Ethan Photos taken by Ethan Rutherford  and Austin Coom. 

Above: Yellow Bird– People’s Choice 
Left: Labyrinth– Judges Choice 
Below: Blue House– Winners! 



 

 

House Points after the tug-of-war, Athletics 
day, Swimming sports and Lip Sync. 

House  

Points 

 

230 

 
 

240 

 

95 

 

235 



 

 

      Results 
Junior Girls  
Marlee Brink 
Skye Bulters  
Tilly Astill 
 

Intermediate Girls 
Olive Markham  
Elvy Cottle  
Tessa-Rose Sheehan 
 

Senior Girls 
Georgia Tinkler  
Clara Struck  
Isla Burgess 

 
Junior Boys 
Wolff King  
Kaihautu McPherson  
Harley Thurlow 
 

Intermediate Boys 
Leo Bulters  
Blake McCleely  
Odinn Lear 
 

Senior Boys 
Lucas McCleely  
Layton Millar  
Austin Coom 

Cross Country   (Championship results and House points will 

be in the next Goldie.) Photo credits Ansley Thorpe. 



 

 

Uniform Shop 
The uniform shop will be open 

in Term Two 2026 on  
 

June 2nd, 16th & 30th; 
 

Tuesday from 1-1:40pm  
(Note the shortened shop time). Please check with the 

school office for directions to the Uniform Shop. 
 

You will need either cash, or phone internet banking and 
to show us the transaction before you can take  

the uniform. 
 

Uniform Acc: 03 1354 0370134-000 and use student’s 
name as reference, please. 

Any uniform returns must still have tags on the clothing, 
and not have been worn; thank you. 

(Note the name of our new coordinator, and  
the new email).  

Any enquiries please speak to the uniform co-ordinator  
Pip Giblin    Email     uniform@gbh.school.nz 

Totara students are exploring Manaakitanga. 

mailto:gbhsuniforms@hotmail.com


 

 

Epic Trails and Life Lessons: 
Crossing the Heaphy Track 
Level 2 and Level 3 Outdoor Education 

From Monday 11th to Friday 15th May, our Level 2 and Level 
3 Outdoor Education students took on the iconic Heaphy 
Track, completing one of New Zealand's premier Great 
Walks. This wasn’t just a regular school trip—it was a true 
test of self-reliance, leadership, and resilience across 78 
kilometres of diverse, rugged West Coast terrain. 
 

The expedition was structured as a classic crossover tramp. 
The Level 3 cohort kicked off their journey from the wild 
West Coast at Kōhaihai, spending their first night camping 
under the stars before tramping through to Heaphy Hut, 
James Mackay Hut, and Perry Saddle Hut.  
 

Meanwhile, the Level 2 group attacked the trail from East to 
West, climbing up into the subalpine environment to stay at 
Perry Saddle Hut first, before traversing down through James 
Mackay Hut, Heaphy Hut, and finishing with a coastal camp 
at Kōhaihai. 
 

While the scenery was breathtaking, the students were 
working hard behind the scenes to secure vital NCEA Unit 
Standards. The Great Walk served as a live assessment 
ground where theory met practice: 

For our Year 12s, the trip was entirely focused on US 
32840 (Preparation for an outdoor activity) and US 
32843 (Whakatipu Tangata - Personal contribution to a 
group outdoor activity). They had to demonstrate 
impeccable team cooperation, pack logistics, and camp 
craft. 
Our Year 13s stepped into higher-level leadership 
spaces, navigating US 32841 (Prepare for an overnight 
outdoor activity) and US 32850 (Participate in and 
evaluate a self-contained multi-day trip). They were 
responsible for complex risk management, self-directed 
nutrition, and group decision-making over consecutive 
days in a remote environment. 
 

We were absolute winners with the elements, being blessed 
with spectacular weather that truly showcased the best of 
the park's palm-fringed coastlines and expansive tussock 

downs. However, what really made the trip a massive 
success was the outstanding attitudes of the students. Every 
single young person stepped up, pushed through the heavy 
pack fatigue, supported their peers when the trail got tough, 
and represented our school values with pride. It is an 
invaluable experience that builds character far beyond the 
classroom walls. 
 

An expedition of this scale simply cannot happen without an 
incredible support network. 
 

A huge vote of thanks must go to the three amazing whānau 
members who gave up their week to travel, camp, and 
support our Level 3 students. Your time, energy, and 
positive presence were deeply appreciated by everyone on 
the trail. 
 

We also want to extend our immense gratitude to the two 
fantastic, highly capable local guides contracted to lead and 
care for our Level 2 group from East to West. Your expertise 
and guidance kept our students safe, motivated, and 
thriving. 
 

Finally, a massive thank you to the support staff back at 
school who helped immensely with the preparatory 
logistics, from organising first aid kits and managing 
bookings to covering my other classes while we were away 
on the trail. 
 

Paul Skerten, Outdoor Education Department 

Photo credits Paige Baigent, 
and Austin Coom. 



 

 

 

Te Waka Kura o Mohua 
Health Nurse Clinics 

 

Free and confidential service.  

Every Monday 8.30 - 11.30 am 

at the Green House.  
 

Drop in or text Caroline on 027 203 1213 

LOST PROPERTY 
 

If you have a particular item that is missing, please 
come in or call the school office. 5259914 

We have put lost property out for students to 
collect but still have a number of items unclaimed. 

Anything unnamed will go to Trash Palace on 
Friday next week.   

Except for puffer jackets. 
 

Please make sure items are named.  These can 
be returned to students.  

Student Accounts 

Invoices have been sent out this month.  
Thank you to those who have paid. 

Please contact Cath by email 
at office@gbh.school.nz   

if you have any questions.   
Or alternatively phone the school office 5259914.   
Regular automatic payments are always welcome  

and can take the pressure off camp fees. 

      School Photos 
School Photos are available to be picked up 
from the school office.   
If you would still like to order photos, you can 
do so by calling PhotoLife on 0800 501 040. 

mailto:office@gbh.school.nz


 

 

Senior Student Makes a Splash at Youth Film Festival 
Te Waka Kura O Mohua | Golden Bay High 
School talent was on full display recently as 
Year 13 student Aynsley Thorpe took out the 
top spot in the Senior Journey Category at 
the prestigious Whenua Iti Outdoors Youth 
Outdoor Film Competition. 
The annual competition challenges young 
filmmakers under 24 across Aotearoa to grab 
a camera, head into the wild, and capture the 
spirit of outdoor adventure. Aynsley did 
exactly that, turning a school white-water 
kayaking trip from earlier this year into an award-winning short film. 
Her film captures the thrilling, fast-paced action of the students navigating the rapids, 
highlighting not just the physical challenges of white-water kayaking but also the camaraderie, 
laughter, and mutual support shared by the group throughout the trip. 
As an educator, seeing a student translate their real-world adventure into an award-winning 

creative piece is incredibly rewarding. The film perfectly illustrates the value of outdoor education, building confidence, 
teamwork, and a lifelong connection to our beautiful backyard. 
Aynsley’s win in the Senior Category is a testament to her sharp eye for storytelling, editing skills, and passion for the 
outdoors. 
For those who want to see the action for themselves, Aynsley's film can be viewed on YouTube https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=OYXe-YwiKQk 

Congratulations, Aynsley! We can’t wait to see where your adventures and your camera take you next. 

Kaikoura Adventure Race    During the last school holidays 12 students went to Kaikoura for an epic adventure     

race at Puhi Peaks which is in remote and steep terrain 1 hour inland from 
Kaikoura.   
 

Two teams were entered in the 3 hour race and one in the 6 hour race.  There 
were hundreds of teams entered from schools and other groups all over NZ.  All of 
the GBHS teams finished in the top 4 of their category and had a lot of fun. The 
course was pretty steep and there was a gorgeering part half way through.    
 

Report below from Georgie who was in the Funky Monkeys, finishing third in their 
category. 
 

“During the Easter holidays, the school sent some of its students to Kaikoura for an 
adventure race. Four of these were my team: Penina, Emily, Olive, and I (Georgie). 
It was our second year doing it as a team.  
 

We participated in the six-hour race, which involved orienteering, mountain biking, 
and rogaining.  
The course was in the mountains near Kaikoura itself. We had to navigate around 
the course with no outside help and made it back in just over six hours.  
 

It was a fun but hard day that taught us some useful life skills. Thank you to 
everyone who helped us fundraise so we got there at all. It was a great experience,           
and I would do it again.” 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OYXe-YwiKQk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OYXe-YwiKQk


 

 

Caving trip to Fairy Dell Cave on 12 May 
Thanks to Rowan Miller and Alex McEnteer for coming along to support students on this trip. It was cold, wet 
and miserable. 


