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Tēnā koutou katoa, 
 

Te wiki o te reo Māori 
Nau mai ki te pānui o tēnei wiki. E mihi 
ana tātou ki te Wiki o te Reo Māori a te 
wiki e tū mai nei. Welcome to this week's 
newsletter as we acknowledge the 
upcoming Māori language week in the 
final week of term.  
I encourage all of us to challenge 
ourselves to use some te reo Māori every 
day and support the revitalisation of our 
beautiful language. This is a movement 
that is continuing to gain momentum 
across Aotearoa.  
At Te Waka Kura o Mohua | Golden Bay 
High School, we are proud of the progress 
that we are making in growing our 
student and staff capability in karakia, 
waiata, haka and te reo Māori. This is 
complemented by the ongoing journey of 
understanding the history and pūrākau of 
Mohua and strengthening our partnership 
with local iwi through Manawhenua ki 
Mohua.  
Ake ake kia kaha te reo Māori.  
 

School Exams 
All the best to our senior students in years 
11, 12 and 13 as they undertake school 
exams. In addition to encouraging your 
child to create a plan for their time and 
study, please also support them with 
taking initiative in ensuring clarity on 
what is to be learnt and assessed this 
week and for the remainder of the year. 
 

Winter Tournament Week 
Winter tournament was a great success 
with two teams away - netball and girls 
football. All students represented 
themselves and the school in exemplary 
fashion and displayed the school values of 
manaakitanga, whanaungatanga, 

wairuatanga and kaitiakitanga.  
Some outstanding results were achieved 
along the way with many matches closely 
contested and in many cases won against 
much, much larger schools.  
 

Thank you to all of the coaches, 
managers, staff and parent helpers that 
allow these events to occur. They provide 
memorable experiences for our students. 
Thank you also to our community for all 
of the support provided to the fundraising 
efforts of these groups. 
 

Tournament of Minds 
Congratulations to our Tournament  
of Minds team. This group of Year 8 
students travelled to Christchurch to 
compete in the regional competition.  
Tournament of Minds is a problem 
solving program for teams of 
students. The aim is to enhance 
potential by developing diverse skills, 
enterprise, time management, and 
the discipline to work collaboratively 
within a challenging and competitive 
environment. 
They are required to solve 
demanding, open-ended challenges. 
The combination of Science, 
Technology, Engineering and 
Mathematics principles provides an 
integrated approach for students to 
deepen their conceptual 
understanding and use their creative 
and critical thinking skills to solve the 
challenges within an authentic 
context. 
Our students represented the school 
with distinction and have been invited 
to compete at the national final in 
Wellington on  
13 September.  
 

All the best for this 
competition as they 
represent Golden Bay on the 
national stage and vie for 
the opportunity to attend 
the international final. 
 

Ake ake kia kaha 
Jono Hay 

 

TERM THREE AND FOUR 2025 CALENDAR 

4– 10 Sept .......... Yr 11– 13 School Exams 

9 Sept .................. Uniform Shop open 

10 Sept ................ Wednesday; school starts 9:45am 

10 Sept ................ Board Election Day 

11 Sept ................ Yr 10 NCEA Info Hui 

11 Sept ................ Yr 10–12 Course Info Evening  

12 Sept………...Yr 10—12 Course Selection interviews 

12 Sept ................ Senior School Ball 

15– 19 Sept ........ Te Wiki o te Reo Màori 

19 Sept ................ End of Term Three 

6 Oct .................... Term Four begins 

6– 10 Oct ............ MHAW Mental Health Week 

6– 10 Oct ............ Yr7– 9 Life Education Bus visit 

7 Oct .................... Yr 7 & 8 Science Roadshow 

8 Oct .................... Wednesday; school starts 9:45am 

14 Oct .................. Summer Arts Evening (TBC) 

16 Oct .................. Youth Connection Expo 

17 Oct  ................. Goldie 

20 Oct .................. Board meeting 

22 Oct .................. Wednesday; school starts 9:45am 

25 Oct– 2 Nov ..... Bay Art 

27 Oct .................. Labour Monday 

29 Oct .................. Last day for Yr 11, Yr !2, Yr 13 

31 Oct ..................  Goldie 

4 Nov ................... Tuesday; NCEA Exams start 

https://www.facebook.com/gbh.school.nz


 

 

 

Year 10, 11 and 12 Course & Subject Selection for 2026 (next week) 
 

 
Information Evening (Thursday 11th September) & Interviews (Friday 12th September - no classes running for Year 10-12): 
 
It is time for Year 10, 11 and 12 students to plan their pathways, course and subject selection for 2026.  
 
INFORMATION EVENING: Thursday 11th September 6:00-7:30pm:  

1. NCEA Information session for Year 10 from 6:00-6:30pm (in the School Library): Year 10 students and whānau 
are invited for this opportunity to find out more about how NCEA works to be fully prepared for selecting their 
NCEA Level 1 subjects for 2026.  

2. NCEA Information session 7:00-7:30pm (in the School Library): for any other whānau and students of Year 11-
12 wanting to find out more about NCEA to prepare for selecting subjects for 2026. 

3. Course/Subject Information for Year 10, 11 and 12 from 6:30-7:30pm (in the School Hall):  
Year 10, 11 and 12 students and whānau are invited to this opportunity with our interview team. This is the time 
to gather further information about the subjects on offer, discuss and ask questions to ensure subjects choices 
will meet student’s goals and aspirations.  

 
INTERVIEWS: Friday 12th September 9:00am-4:20pm Year 10-12 Course Selection Hui/Interviews (in School Hall):  

1. Each Year 10, 11, 12 student is required to come in with whānau for a 20 minute interview with a member of the 
school academic and pastoral team. There will not be any timetabled classes for Years 10, 11 and 12 on this day. 
This interview is to discuss pathways and assist with student decisions on subject choices for 2026 to ensure 
these decisions will meet student’s goals and aspirations. 

2. Use the online booking to pre-book a 20 minute interview with one of the team. Information has been emailed 
with the details for booking this online. 

DEADLINE: Year 10-12 Course Selection Forms due by Wednesday 17th September: completed and signed forms need to 
be handed in to the School Office by Wednesday 17th September. 
 

 

 Football Rep 
In February I trialled in the region’s top 
women’s football team and was amazed 
to be selected in the Women's Premier 
Southern League team which represents 
the Upper South.  
We play against other first teams in the 
South Island which has meant flying to 
Dunedin or Christchurch. The club 
supplies all our gear and pays for all 
flights and accommodation so it has been 

an amazing experience for me.  
It has been a massive commitment 
though as I drive over the hill 3 times a 
week and get home at 10pm which ends 
up being an intense day of school, driving 
and training. 
 

I have learnt a lot from our coach who 
pushes us to our limits, and has 
developed our skills and game play.  
We are one of the youngest teams in the 
league so we are pretty happy about how 
the season has gone against some really 
sharp, well drilled experienced teams 
with players at international level. 

 

 
It has been a challenge fitting in 

schoolwork and I have had to work on 
my organisation and time 
management. Some days I am so tired 
I can’t think but it has all been worth 
it.  
I have met so many new like-minded 
people all pushing themselves to be 
better and everyone has been so 
supportive.  
I really enjoyed playing with the GBHS 
team recently at the NZSS 
tournament and sharing the new 
things I had learnt.  
 

GBAFC is great in that they still treat 
me as part of the club.  
 

I miss playing with my friends in the 
Shield Maidens, but as they say life 
isn’t a dress rehearsal so I want to see 
what I can achieve in the time I have.  
 

By Iyla Lamason 
 



 

 

Golden Bay High School Learning Assistants recently 
received recognition from the Board for all the support 
they provide to students and teachers every day. 
Kaito, the Student Rep, gave out Board Award 
certificates, Fresh Choice vouchers and chocolates. 
What do Learning Assistants do? 
They assist and support students with their learning, and 
often work one-on-one or in small groups. 
They also support students with Special Assessment 
Conditions in exams. 
The job of a Learning Assistant is dynamic and can be 
challenging at times. The LA’s at GBHS are a very 
dedicated team that help so many learners. 
Pictured are (from left) Sally, Toni, Lizzy, Dawn, Rosie, and 
Kaito.  
Absent were Nina, Sarah, and the newest team member Alex. 

Casey McGarvey Performs in the 
Marlborough Civic Orchestra 

 

Casey McGarvey spent the weekend of  23rd and 24th August 
performing as a percussionist in the MCO (Marlborough Civic 
Orchestra) 10th Anniversary Celebration Concert.  
It was his 5th concert with the MCO and again he had great fun 
playing.  

There were 13 percussion 
instruments in total, from 
a huge bass drum to a 
triangle, and three 
percussionists to play 
them. Casey had responsibility for 10 instruments! Throughout the performance, 
he moved around the instruments and had to still count the beats while he ran 
from one instrument to another. All the while, he had to know exactly when to 
come in and play at the right time! 

Get tautoko or advice about  

acne and mole checks, 

alcohol and drug support,  

contraception,  

diet and weight management,  

muscles sprains and pains,  

puberty and period questions,  

skin issues,  STI checks,  

sexuality and gender questions,  

vaccinations,  

whānau and relationship concerns,  

as well as GP and health referrals. 

 

Te Waka Kura o Mohua Health Nurse Clinics 
 

Free and confidential service.  

Every Monday 8.30 - 11.30 am 

at the Green House.  

Drop in or text Caroline on 027 203 1213 



 

 

Tournament of Minds  
A couple of weeks ago a team made up 
of Year 8s went to Christchurch to 
compete in a competition called TOM 
(Tournament of Minds ). TOM is an 
international competition but we just 
competed in the regionals.  
 

We chose to do the STEM challenge. 
The actual competition is built up of 2 
parts: the long term challenge and the 
spontaneous challenge. We were given 
6 weeks (starting at the start of the 
term) to complete the long term 
challenge. A big part of the challenge 
was to construct a 3D emblem that had 
four interlocking parts each symbolising 
a different element. The emblem had to 
fall apart then come back together in a 
stronger formation. Each part was  

 

made out of a different wood. They 
were joined together by magnets. You 
can see this emblem in the front office. 
 

While the emblem was a big part of the 
challenge we had to present a scientific 
theory; coming up with a problem and 
solving that problem. Our problem was 
based on methane gas in the 
atmosphere and the solution we came 
up with was aerobic methanotrophs 
(micro organisms) that get rid of/absorb 
methane and replace it with carbon 
dioxide. 
 

Our 10 minute presentation had to 
include the scientific theory and 
emblem. We chose to present it 
dramatically like a play. We all had 
different characters, props and  

 
 

 

costumes. We had to make the props  
and costumes out of materials on an 
allowed materials list. 
 

The spontaneous challenge was a short 
5 minute question that we were given 
and had 4 minutes to discuss and solve 
and 1 to present. 
 

We did really well in the long term but 
didn't do so well at the spontaneous 
challenge. We still managed to come 
second. First placed was invited to go to 
Wellington for the nationals. We have 
been invited to go to Wellington even 
though we didn't win. 
All in all it was a great experience and 
we are excited to represent Golden Bay 
High School in Wellington. 
 

By Hendrix Housley     

Photo Left: The team (from left) Odinn Lear, Hendrix Housley, 
Mori McCuskey, Kush Gleeson, Tushinbaya Enkhnasan, 
Lachlan 
McAlinden 
and 
George 
Lavers. 
They are 
coached by 
Nicole 
Manson, 
LSC. 

Student Absences 
 

 You can contact the school in any of the
 following three ways: 

 

Call the school landline on   
03 525 9914 

Text the school cell phone   
027 923 5931 

Or email  absences@gbh.school.nz 

 

The GBHS GUIDE to SIGNING OUT QUICKLY: 
 

1.   Bring a note from home explaining where you are  
  going or why you need to leave the school        
    grounds. Valid appointments only! 
2. Show it to your Form Teacher and/ or Dean. 
3. Ask them to sign it. 
4. Bring it to the office and show it to the office        
    person when it’s time to go.  
5. Sign out– put your note on the spike.  

mailto:absences@gbh.school.nz


 

 

Earlier this term, our Level 3 Outdoor 
Education students took on a fantastic 
day of adventure and challenge. The 
group explored the mysterious 
underground world of Ngarua Cave, 
tested their courage and teamwork on 
the Via Ferrata, and pushed themselves 
along the rugged Pikikirunga Track. 
 

While the day was filled with physical 
challenges, what stood out most were 
the soft skills that students developed 
and demonstrated. They showed 
resilience as they navigated tricky 
sections of track, teamwork as they 
supported each other on the Via 
Ferrata, and communication in making 

sure everyone felt safe and confident.  
 

Many students also reflected on the 
importance of trust, problem-solving, 
and empathy, skills that will serve them 
well beyond Outdoor Education. 
 

Meanwhile, our Level 2 students had an 
amazing day at the Kaiteriteri Mountain 
Bike Park, where they built both their 
technical skills and their confidence on 
the trails.  
For many, the day was about finding 
balance between pushing their limits 
and supporting each other to succeed, 
another reminder that growth comes 
through challenge and encouragement. 
 

It has been inspiring to see students at 
all levels step outside their comfort 
zones, encourage one another, and 
celebrate each achievement along the 
way.  
Outdoor Education isn’t just about 
caves, cliffs, and trails; it’s about 
learning more about ourselves, growing 
in confidence, and understanding the 
value of working together. 
 

I feel very lucky to be part of it and am 
very grateful for all the support around 
me. 
 

Paul Skerten  
Teacher in Charge of Outdoor Education  

“From Trails to Teamwork: Outdoor Education Highlights” 



 

 

NZSS Football Tournament  

I was privileged to support our Senior girls' football team at 
the NZSS Satellite tournament in Nelson last week and what 
a week it was.   
Monday saw the girls hold out two strong teams until the 
final minute in each game, which was gutting to go down  
1-nil to both Newlands College and Villa Maria College.   
Villa Maria went on to place 3rd overall.   
 

Our girls played their hearts out and took some pretty big 
knocks on very hard fields, but came away with wins against 
Rolleston College in pool play and again in the semi-finals 
and Nayland College in the quarter-finals.   
 

Our final game was against Rangoria High School (same as 
last year), drawing the match 1-all and having to go to  
penalties, only going down 5-4.   
 

Overall an amazing tournament where the girls played some  
full-on football, often against schools that 
were 10 times the size of our school, only 
conceding 3 goals for the whole tournament.   
 

Zoe our international (year 12) 
goalkeeper was a standout in goal; if only we 
could keep her for next year.  
Isla Foulds was named MVP (voted from our 
opposition each game) for her amazing goal-
scoring ability.  
We placed 10th, well ahead of Nayland 
College, Nelson College for Girls and Waimea 
College.   
Cambridge High School played off against 
Lincoln High School in the thrilling final, 
which Lincoln won, again on penalty 
shootouts after a 2 all draw. 
 
 
 

Thanks for all the 
support from parents 
during the week, Pew 
for coaching the girls, 
and all the teachers 
who took my relief 
classes.   
All the best for next 
year, girls. 
By Fleur Murray 



 

 

On Friday the 29th of August, Te Waka Kura O Mohua 
observed Daffodil Day.  

Daffodil Day is an annual fundraiser run by the Cancer Society to 
raise money for the important and amazing mahi they do 
supporting New Zealanders affected by cancer.  
 

At Te Waka Kura O Mohua, Daffodil Day was a non-uniform day; 
students brought a koha in return for a paper daffodil pin. 
 

In addition to that, the Student Executive ran a bake sale during 
the interval to raise additional funds.  
The Student Executive would like to thank 
Lizzy for her work helping organise the day, 
Ms Weaver for providing baking for the 
bake sale, Shona and Cath from the office 
for their support in sorting the money, and 
everyone else involved in making the day 
run smoothly.  
Together, our school managed to raise 
$520 for the Cancer Society, which is an amazing effort. 
 

While Daffodil Day is now over, you can still donate at 
daffodilday.org.nz. The Cancer Society and the people they 
support appreciate any amount you can spare.  
Kaito Kameyama on behalf of the Student Executive  

Photos below: Year 10 and 11 Home Economics 

http://daffodilday.org.nz


 

 

Uniform 
Shop 

 

The last day that the 
Uniform Shop will be open in Term Three 

2025 is Tuesday 9th September 
from 1-2pm (lunch break). Please check with 

the school office for directions to the  
Uniform Shop. 

 

 You will need either cash, or phone internet 
banking and be able to show the transaction 

before you can take the uniform. 

Please note the new bank account 
number. 

Uniform Acc: 03-1354-0370134-000 
and use student’s name as reference, please. 
Any uniform returns must still have tags on 

the clothing, and not have been worn,  
thank you. 

 

Any enquiries please speak to the  
uniform co-ordinator, Maki Reed  

Email     gbhsuniforms@hotmail.com  

Rememberé  
If there are any school-related ads, 

photos or articles you would like put 

in the Goldie, please email to  

goldie@gbh.school.nz 

We’re excited to share a valuable 
opportunity for our students to be 
part of positive change in Aotearoa, 
New Zealand! 
 

The Youth Health and Wellbeing 
Survey 2025 is coming to our school 
soon – the largest and most 
comprehensive study of students 
aged 13-19 across New Zealand. This 
important study gives our young 
people a platform to share their 
experiences and help shape support 
systems for future generations. 
 

Along with 100 other schools across 
New Zealand, our school has been 
selected to take part in this study. 
This means that around 200 
randomly selected students from 
our school will be invited to 
participate on survey day. 
 

Key Information 
 

 When: The survey session will 
take place at our school on Thursday 
18 September. 
 

 Why this matters: Just as we 
encourage all students to grasp the 
positive opportunities in academics, 
sports, and cultural activities, this 
survey presents another way for our 
students to engage meaningfully 
with their community. Their unique 
voices contribute to a more diverse 
understanding of what young New 

Zealanders need to thrive. 
 Who: Up to 10,000 young people 

nationwide will participate in this 
study. Participation is completely 
voluntary and anonymous. 
 

 What the Survey Covers: Students 
will share their thoughts on family, 
community, education, physical and 
mental wellbeing, aspirations and 
challenges. 
 

 Whānau/Parent Support: We 
encourage you to discuss this survey 
with your child and support them in 
making the decision that feels right. 
 

 Bonus: As a thank you for their 
time, participating students will 
receive a $25 digital Prezzy card, 
delivered through their email, and 
special YHWS 2025 headphones. 
 

 More information: Please visit the 
survey website www.msd.govt.nz/
YHWS. If a student is selected, you’ll 
receive more details before the 
survey. 
 

If you have any questions, please do 
not hesitate to reach out to the 
research team at Ipsos at 
yhwscoordinator@ipsos.com, 
freephone 0800 478 783, or free txt 
8009 and type ‘YHWS’ at the start of 
your message.  
Thank you for being a part of this 
important initiative!  

Your Chance to Make a Difference: Youth Health  
and Wellbeing Survey 2025 

mailto:gbhsuniforms@hotmail.com
mailto:goldie@gbh.school.nz
http://www.msd.govt.nz/YHWS
http://www.msd.govt.nz/YHWS
mailto:yhwscoordinator@ipsos.com


 

 

Calling Creative Youth of Mohua... 
This October you have the opportunity to showcase your art 
in two iconic Golden Bay exhibitions. 
Young@art is the non competitive exhibition for youth 
aged between 5 and 17 years. 
All entrants receive a prize and a certificate with useful 
encouraging feedback from our “art lovers panel” of 
professional artists. 
Bay Art is a judged exhibition open to all artists based in 
Mohua. The youth section is open to rangatahi aged 12 to 
17 and the winner will take home a cash prize. 

 
Entries for both exhibitions will be received on Wednesday 
22nd October from 1 – 5:30pm at Te Waka Kura O Mohua 
Hall and the shows open on Friday 24th October and run 
until the 2nd November. 
Enter online at www.gbarts.org.nz or y@a entry forms are 
available from the school office and both entry forms from 
Tākaka Library. 
 
Let your creativity go wild! 



 

 

Photo left: Year 7 & 8 are digging this “Mole’s Hole” 
This all started with Oshi pretending someone was in there, by 
leaning his shoes up against the stump. 
I went in there and started mining. Everyone else started 
helping me. We’ve been mining for a couple of weeks now, and 
the hole is quite deep. Two people can sit in it. We call it 
“Mole’s Hole- miners only” 
Tommy Hohepa 


