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Tēnā koutou katoa, 
 

Nau mai ki te wiki o te reo Māori. Ko te rima tekau 
tau tēnei. Ake ake kia kaha te reo Māori.  
For Te Wiki o Te Reo Māori, we have some exciting 
news to share.  
 

House Names 
Each of the four houses, Red, Blue, Green and 

Yellow have been gifted a te reo Māori name. These names are 
linked to the colour and have deeper meaning that is linked to our 
cultural narrative and our local area. The names and the pūrakau or 
stories that explain their meaning are briefly outlined below.  
 

Kōkōwai - Red House 

Kōkōwai dates back to the origins of time with 
Ranginui and Papatūānuku. As Tāne Mahuta was 
separating his parents, there was a tether holding 
them together. Tūmatauenga, the god of war, used 
his patu to cut the tether and cause the final 
separation, bringing light into the world. 
From this separation, Ranginui and Papatūānuku bled 
onto the whenua and this blood manifested itself as 
Kōkōwai, the sacred red earth. Kōkōwai is a tapu red 
stone and can be found here in Mohua at the 
Parapara Maunga. When Kōkōwai is ground up and 
mixed with oil, it becomes a deep red paint and this 
paint was used to adorn buildings, clothing and 

people. For Māori, they would adorn themselves with this deep red 
paint to signify their chiefly mana.  

Nō reira, Red House, you are Kōkōwai, te toto o ngā atua, the blood 
of the gods, the life force of our atua. 
 

Huriawa - Blue House 
Huriawa is the kaitiaki taniwha of Te Waikoropupū 
Springs. She is known for her wisdom, bravery and 
gentle nature. 
She protects the underground waterways of 
Golden Bay by clearing blockages, preventing 
flooding and warning of earthquakes by causing 
river levels to pulse. Huriawa also ensures the 
purity of Te Waikoropupū Springs and it is said she 
rests at the prow of the ancient waka, Uruao. 
 

Nō reira, Blue House, you are Huriawa. 

Poutini - Green House 
Poutini is the kaitiaki taniwha of the 
West Coast and connects to the West 
Coast of Mohua. He is also the spiritual 
essence of Pounamu, our most sacred 
tāonga. It is said that he loved his 
wāhine so much that he never wanted 
to part ways, so he turned her into 
Pounamu. He is known for his ferocious 
nature and guardianship over our 
taonga Pounamu.  
 

Nō reira, Green House, you are Poutini.  
 
 

 

Hine Tu Ahoanga - Yellow House 

Hine Tu Ahoanga is one of the 
kaitiaki of Mohua. She is the 
sandstone lady. We can see her 
handiwork all over Mohua, from the 
rock formations to tunnels and 
caves. She embodies strength, 
endurance and resilience. It is said 
that her rock formations across 
Mohua help keep Papatūānuku safe 
from being carved away by Hine 
Moana, maiden of the sea. It is also 
mentioned that the only thing that 
can grind down Pounamu is 

sandstone. And for this reason, Hine Tu Ahoanga is the enemy 
of the taniwha Poutini, the kaitiaki of Pounamu. 
 

Nō reira, Yellow House, you are Hine Tu Ahoanga. 
 
(from the Principal is continued on the next page) 

The school calendar is on page 2 of this edition. 
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Trophy Return 
If you have any trophies from last year’s 
prize giving, please return them to the 
office during the first week of term four 
(from 6th October) 

(from the Principal continued...) 
 

Building Names 
Te Waka Kura o Mohua | Golden Bay High School has also been gifted te reo 
Māori names for three more of our buildings. The names and their 
meanings are outlined below.  
 

Hall - Te Whanga o Te Tai Tapu 
The hall has been given the name Te Whanga o te Tai Tapu to represent the 
landing place of the waka when reaching Te Tai Tapu (the name for the ‘bay’ 
of Golden Bay). The word ‘whanga’ refers to the shape of the bay. This is a 
place where all students come to meet together, and ‘land’ as one. So the 
hall can be seen as a place our waka (the Tokomaru and Tainui buildings) 
steer towards; a safe place to drop anchor and come together. 
 

Hospitality - Ngā Iwa o Matariki 
The name Matariki was given to the Hospitality area to show its place in the 
waka story. Like honu (turtles) and tohorā (whales), whetū (stars) were used 
by Polynesian navigators to find their way across vast distances. The star 
cluster Matariki is particularly significant, indicating the beginning of the 
Maramataka Māori (the Māori calendar), and its rising is now celebrated 
widely across Aotearoa New Zealand as te tau hou Māori (the Māori new 
year). The Hospitality building’s placement behind the two buildings Tainui 
and Tokomaru represents the guidance of the stars, and the nine stars of 
Matariki in particular. Each star in the Matariki cluster is associated with 
particular domains and foods, which links to Hospitality as a subject.  
 

Greenhouse - Te Hoe Tere o Te Waka 
Te Hoe Tere o te Waka can be found at the western side of the kura, and is 
the hub for counselling and Alternative Education.  In relation to the 
Tokomaru building, the Greenhouse is at the Hoetere (stern) of the waka, 
compared to the Tauihu (prow) at the front. For this reason the Greenhouse 
has been given the name Hoetere to represent its important role in steering 
the waka in a good direction. Hauora (wellbeing) is at the heart of each of 
our school values, and the Greenhouse offers hauora support to our 
rangatahi in a myriad of ways.  
 

Ake ake kia kaha 
Jono Hay 

 

TERM FOUR 2025 CALENDAR 

6 Oct .................... Term Four begins 

6 Oct .................... Return trophies this week, please 

6ð 10 Oct ............ MHAW Mental Health Week 

6ð 10 Oct ............ Yr7ð 9 Life Education Bus visit 

7 Oct .................... Yr7 & 8 Science Roadshow 

7 Oct .................... Uniform Shop open 

8 Oct .................... Wednesday; school starts 9:45am 

14 Oct .................. Summer Arts Evening (TBC) 

16 Oct .................. Youth Connection Expo 

17 Oct  ................. Goldie 

20 Oct .................. Board meeting 

21 Oct .................. Uniform Shop open 

22 Oct .................. Wednesday; school starts 9:45am 

25 Octð 2 Nov ..... Bay Art 

27 Oct .................. Labour Monday 

29 Oct .................. Last day for Yr11, Yr12, Yr13 

31 Oct .................. Last day that the Canteen is open 

31 Oct .................. Goldie 

Rememberé  
If there are any school-related ads, 

photos or articles you would like put in 

the Goldie, please email to  

goldie@gbh.school.nz 

GBHS Netball Shines at SISS 2025 
Golden Bay High School’s Senior A netballers have returned 
from an unforgettable week of competition at the South 
Island Secondary Schools Tournament in Dunedin, finishing 
runners-up in the C Grade – the first time GBHS has earned 
it’s place on the trophy. 
 

The team’s big week began at home with the Nelson Netball 
Collegiate One Finals against Waimea College Snr B on 
Saturday 23rd August. Despite a gritty effort, unfortunate 
turnovers, a few missed shots and a rolled ankle, Waimea 
claim the big W.  
 

Undeterred, the girls flew south the next day ready for four 
intense days of netball – two games a day. 
Ill-timed colds and injuries tested the squad leading up to 
tournament week, but couldn’t dampen the team’s spirits; 
their sportsmanship and teamwork shone through.  
 

Late-night games were nothing new for the team, who were 
used to Golden Bay’s Tuesday-night league, and they carried 
that resilience into the tournament.  
 
 

 

They began seeded 4th and opened strongly with: 
Day 1: two convincing wins 
Day 2: a solid win, followed by a hard-fought draw 
Day 3: another win followed by the first loss of the 

tournament. 
 

Team-building swims, escape rooms and a “guess-who” quiz 
helped lift team morale before heading into the semi-final 
rematch with Hornby High on Day 4.  
Determined and united, GBHS produced a convincing win to 
book a spot in the final against Kaikōura High, a side that had 
beaten them the previous day. 
 

The championship match against Kaikōura High was a 
thriller. A fiery first quarter had GBHS ahead by two and 
rattled the favourites, but a slow middle spell allowed 
Kaikōura to pull clear. A late surge brought the margin back 
to four but just wasn't quite enough before the final whistle: 
Kaikōura 30 – GBHS 26.  
 

This was the team's only game of the tournament to be 
livestreamed and can still  be watched on YouTube (at the 
7hr mark) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ewluvj_u-E8 
 

(netball story continues on the next page, with photos.) 

mailto:goldie@gbh.school.nz
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(netball story continued...) 

It was a superb team effort by all. Ruby’s aerial 
reach, dominance and intercepts were a constant 
threat. Stella, always a steady pillar at C, added 
versatility in switching to a commanding GK. 
Paige’s anticipation and sharp reading of 
play repeatedly broke attacking plays as well as 
excellent backup and delivery of the ball up the 
court. Up front, Ella’s clever GS movement and 
sharp shooting, combined with Carmyn’s pinpoint 
feeds at WA and speedy movements at GA created 
opportunities, with both shooters steady under 
pressure and finishing the week in great form. 
 
 

A huge thank-you to Jarrah Solly for taking the time to 
coach the girls all season and Clarissa Bruning for 
managing everyone.  
 

Also a massive thanks to Maia Bain, Syriah Haare, 
Ashley Iorns, Bianca Swan and Violet Haare (our last-
minute injury replacement) from Collingwood Area 
School, whose skill and commitment helped combine 
with our GBHS girls to create a strong, competitive senior squad. 
 

We farewell our outstanding Year 13s, Ella and Stella; We thank them for their leadership.  
With SISS 2026 to be hosted in Nelson, the future looks bright for GBHS netball. 
Match Highlights: 

GBHS 54 – 12 Ashburton Christian 
GBHS 45 – 11 Mountainview 
GBHS 27 – 27 Hornby (pool) 
GBHS 46 – 22 Kaikorai Valley 
GBHS 29 – 15 LPHS Senior Tui 
GBHS 29 – 20 Kaikōura (pool) 
GBHS 36 – 24 Hornby (semi) 
GBHS 26 – 30 Kaikōura (final) 

C Grade Runners-Up – an historic achievement for Golden Bay High School. 
 

Ruby won the Talented Player Award (she won it last year, too).  
The whole team got the All Together Award, an award based on joining 2 
schools’ teams, distance, injury challenges, and still coming together with 
teamwork, spirit and determination that never quit all season long.  Their 
connection on and off the court makes them the winners of the All Together 
Award. 
Clarissa Bruning 



 

 

Tournament of Minds– Nationals  
After coming second in the regional Tournament of Minds 
(TOM) down in Christchurch we thought that was it, but lo 
and behold we heard news that Lincoln High School (the 
team that won) had pulled out and as the runner up we 
were told that we could go in their place. 
Naturally this surprised us, as the tournament we were now 
supposed to go to was in two weeks and we hadn’t practised 
a single of the challenge examples. 
 

Everyone started fine-tuning everything while practicing 
both types of challenge, so that by the end of two weeks 
when we were due to be in Wellington on Saturday the 13th, 
we were feeling really confident and that we actually could 
win. 
 

As soon as we pulled off the runway the plane fishtailed 
around 50 degrees and moved about two metres to our right 
and that set the bar for the rest of the flight, mildly bumpy 
but not too bad. 
 

When we landed we got picked up from the airport by a 
white van that took us directly to the Victoria University of 
Wellington (where the competition was being held) and all 
the teams were greeted by Jocelyn Pollock (the New Zealand 
TOM director) and given instructions on where to go.   
 

So us and the five other teams we were competing against 
went to one of the lecture halls for our briefing before  
departing to our classrooms to read our challenge before 
getting locked in there for three hours. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Our challenge was: 
“Scientists have found a new plant that grows different size 
seeds ranging from barely visible specks to grape-sized 
spheres, but they've all been mixed up so you and your team 
have been tasked to make a sorter for the seeds as well as 
come up with three different uses for them, and to make this 
contraption you have limited supplies.” 
 

When it came to presenting, we did rather well, getting a lot 
of laughter from the crowd and heavy applause too. 
 

Unfortunately we were only able to watch one other of the 
performances before having to go and get picked up by the 
van again to take us back to the airport. 
 

We found out later that although we didn’t win, we did get a 
merit which was awesome! 
 

The flight back was worse than the flight there with bad 
turbulence and 2-3 metre drops but we still made it. 
 

Thanks to Nicole Manson for introducing TOM to us and 
coaching us so well. Thanks to Mr Haynes for sacrificing his 
Saturday to go on a bumpy plane ride and supervise us for 
the day, and finally thanks to Rob Housley for his support on 
the day. 
 

If you want to know more about TOM and to check out GBHS 
placings in the awards board https://tom.edu.au/branch/nz/ 
   

by Lachlan McAlinden 

Photo above: The team (from left) Odinn, Lachlan, Kush, 
George, Hendrix, Mori, and Tushin in Wellington, with their 
seed sorter. 

https://tom.edu.au/branch/nz/


 

 

Murray Rogers 
came to Totara to 
teach students 
how to play 
Scrabble. 

Everyone had a 
great time and we 
are looking 
forward to Murray 
coming back. 

Totara students creating and 
playing games.  

Working together in Art  



 

 

Gateway chainsaw  
training course 

Louis Brown, Kahurangi Birch, Thomas Tait 
and Stirling Cavaye recently completed a 
chainsaw training course in Ligar Bay.  
 

Thanks very much to Jack Stevens for 
running the course. 

The Can Drive was 

something I saw work really well 
last year with Fonterra. However, 
this year Fonterra did not come to 
the school wanting to run it, so I 
reached out to the Rural Service 
Centre, and they came on board to 
sponsor the event. 
 

Over three weeks, all of the classes 
competed to see who could bring in 
the most cans.  
The Can Drive was not only about 
collecting food but also about 
raising awareness that there are people in our community who 
need the support of Mohua Social Services and the local food 
bank. It’s important that we try to give back to our community. 
 

Kahikatea was the winning class, collecting an incredible 137 
cans.  
To celebrate, Emma and Jeff from the Rural Service Centre 
came in and cooked a free barbecue for all the students, with 
food and drinks provided. 
 

It was an awesome way to bring the school, local businesses, 
and the community together.  
 

Altogether, between the school and the Rural Service Centre, 
we raised close to 700 cans for the food bank; a fantastic achievement we can all be proud of. 
 

Gordie Langford 



 

 

!ŘǾŜƴǘǳǊŜ 9ŘǳŎŀǝƻƴ  
Our recent Adventure Education trip was 
originally planned for Sylvester Hut, but with the 
Cobb road closed we shifted to Whariwharangi 
Hut.  
 

For my new group of Year 9 and 10 students, it 
was a chance to put life skills into practice, 
planning menus, packing gear, setting up tents, 
and cooking their own mealsΧ as well as learning 
to guard their food and gear from the stealthy 
wekas. 
There was plenty of resilience and perseverance 
on display as students carried their gear, stayed 
self-contained, and even problem-solved when the 
wekas made off with their supplies. 
Teamwork was at the heart of the experience. 
Students supported each other, solved problems 
together, and built resilience when challenges 
arose. 
Adventure Education is much more than just time 
in the bush or going for a walk, it is about 
preparing young people for life.  
Paul Skerten, Teacher in Charge of Outdoor Education 



 

 

Uniform 
Shop 

 

The Uniform Shop will 
be open in Term Four 2025 on  

Tuesday 7th, 21st October,  
& 4th, 18th November 

from 1-2pm (lunch break). Please check with 
the school office for directions to the Uniform 

Shop. 
 

 You will need either cash, or phone internet 
banking and be able to show the transaction 

before you can take the uniform. 

Please note the new bank account 
number. 

Uniform Acc: 03-1354-0370134-000 
and use student’s name as reference, please. 
Any uniform returns must still have tags on 

the clothing, and not have been worn,  
thank you. 

 

Any enquiries please speak to the  
uniform co-ordinator, Maki Reed  

Email     gbhsuniforms@hotmail.com  

Invite 

mailto:gbhsuniforms@hotmail.com


 

 

Calling Creative Youth of Mohua... 
This October you have the opportunity to showcase your art 
in two iconic Golden Bay exhibitions. 
Young@art is the non competitive exhibition for youth 
aged between 5 and 17 years. 
All entrants receive a prize and a certificate with useful 
encouraging feedback from our “art lovers panel” of 
professional artists. 
Bay Art is a judged exhibition open to all artists based in 
Mohua. The youth section is open to rangatahi aged 12 to 
17 and the winner will take home a cash prize. 

 
Entries for both exhibitions will be received on Wednesday 
22nd October from 1 – 5:30pm at Te Waka Kura O Mohua 
Hall and the shows open on Friday 24th October and run 
until the 2nd November. 
Enter online at www.gbarts.org.nz or y@a entry forms are 
available from the school office and both entry forms from 
Tākaka Library. 
 
Let your creativity go wild! 



 

 


