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TERM FOUR 2025 CALENDAR 

2 Dec ................... Yr 13 Farewell Dinner 

3 Dec ................... Wednesday; school starts 9:45am 

5 Dec ................... Yr 9 Mentoring 

8 Dec ................... Senior End of Year Ceremony 7pm 

9– 12 Dec ........... Yr 10 Activities 

11– 12 Dec ......... Yr 9 Mentoring 

12 Dec ................. Yr 6 Mihi Whakatau 10am 

12 Dec ................. Goldie 

15 Dec…….Yr 7– 10 End of Year Ceremony 11:30am 

15 Dec ................. End of Term 4, End of School Year 

16 Dec 2025 ......  Staff Only Day 

Senior  

End of Year 

 Ceremony 
Monday 8th December  

7pm – 9pm 

School Hall 

 

Yr 7-10 End of Year 

Ceremony 

Monday 15
th

 December  

11:30 am School Hall  

Tēnā koutou katoa, 
In this edition of the Goldie, I want to acknowledge the work 
and commitment that the school board puts into governing 
our school. Below are a couple of messages from the board 
with regard to recent decisions that may be of interest. 
 

.ƻŀǊŘ /ƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ¢Ŝ ¢ƛǊƛǝ ƻ ²ŀƛǘŀƴƎƛ 
The board of Te Waka Kura o Mohua | Golden Bay High 
School commits to continuing to give effect to Te Tiriti o 
Waitangi by ensuring plans, policies, and local curriculum reflect tikanga Māori, 
mātauranga Māori, and te ao Māori and by taking all reasonable steps to make 
instruction available in tikanga Māori and te reo Māori. 
 

This motion was passed at the most recent meeting of the board to provide clarity 
of direction for Te Waka Kura o Mohua | Golden Bay High School, our school 
community, mana whenua and tangata whenua. This motion is particularly 
relevant in light of recent legislative changes that remove the explicit obligation 
on school boards to give effect to Te Tiriti o Waitangi. 
 

.ƻŀǊŘ 5ŜŎƛǎƛƻƴ ƻƴ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ¦ƴƛŦƻǊƳ 
Following a comprehensive process of consultation, the school board has made a 
decision with regard to the Te Waka Kura o Mohua | Golden Bay High School 
uniform from 2027 onwards. 
 

While all current uniform items can continue to be worn, key changes from the 
start of 2027 include: 

¶ Year 12 and 13 students will wear school uniform 

¶      A school hoody will be introduced 

¶ A new PE top will be introduced 

¶ The option of a green blazer and tie will be available to students 

¶ Guidelines on weather proof jacket and shoe colour will be relaxed 
A more detailed outline of the school uniform has been emailed to students and 
parents/caregivers. At the heart of decision making are the following principles: 

¶     Comfort – students find the uniform comfortable to wear and can stay 
warm, dry and sun smart 

¶ Accessibility – ease of access to supply / multiple suppliers for most items 

¶ Durability/Practicality – ease of washing and care 

¶ Aesthetic – looks visually appealing and provides a positive image of the 
school in the community and gives students a sense of pride 

¶ Value for money – as cheap as practicable balanced against quality/
longevity of items 

¶ Flexibility – different options available 

¶ Continuity – all current uniform items can still be worn 

All the best to our senior students as they finish 
their NCEA exams and start their summer break.  
In particular, I wish the year 13, 2025 students well 
as they embark on the next stage of their lives.  
The final school event is the senior end of year 
ceremony on Monday 8 December at 7pm. 
Ake ake kia kaha 
Jono Hay 

https://www.facebook.com/gbh.school.nz
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Available During the 
School Holidays  

 

For studentsô health needs -
including university students 
returning to Golden Bay for the 

holidays 
 

FREE & CONFIDENTIAL  
APPOINTMENT  

 

Text Caroline for an appointment  

027 203 1213 

                                             /ŀǾƛƴƎ  
On Tuesday the 4th of November a group of 6 or 7 kids went 
on a caving trip with Mr Stephenson, a graduate student and 
her friend. 
The first cave we went 
into was supposedly a 
dry cave (according to 
Mr Stephenson) yet it 
still had a river running 
through it!  
Sir had given a map to 
us of the cave and told 
us to navigate ourselves. 
He also neglected to tell 
us when we went in the wrong direction. After a bit of back 
tracking we made it out of the cave! 
We ate lunch, put our wetsuits on and walked to a tomo. 
The tomo was 20 metres deep and we were going to abseil 
down it! After Ƴƻǎǘ of us made it to the bottom we started 
down the cave. We waded through freezing cold water      

 

όǿŜ ƘŀŘ ǘƻ ōǊŜŀƪ ǘƘŜ ƛŎŜύΦ  
We got to a 10 metre waterfall that we had to abseil down 
again with chunks of ice hitting us. At the end of the rope we 

had to jump into the 
water. A bit further on 
we had to jump off a 
4.99 metre waterfall 
into a pool of frozen 
water. Luckily Mr 
Stephenson had hot tea 
and chocolate. 
 

After we had warmed 
up we got to go back in 

the water and wade across to the other side of the pool. The 
rest of the cave was a lot dryer with a bit of climbing 
through holes in the ceiling. We climbed up an underground 
hill and saw the light shining through the exit. 
 

All in all it was a very exciting experience.  
.ȅ IŜƴŘǊƛȄ   



 

 

Ϧ! WƻǳǊƴŜȅ ƻŦ /ƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜΣ /ƻƴƴŜŎǝƻƴ ŀƴŘ 5ƛǎŎƻǾŜǊȅϦ 
¸ŜŀǊ у /ŀƳǇ нлнрΦ  

 

There is something special about 
37 students, packs on backs, 
stepping into the Abel Tasman.  
In Week 6, our Year 8s took on the 
journey from Mārahau to 
Tōtaranui. The weather threw 
everything it had at us, but our 
students threw it right back with 
resilience, grit, and brilliant 
humour. 
We saw classmates become teammates. We saw students helping 
each other up the hardest climbs. We saw leaders emerge in moments 
of fatigue. The goal was to let students see one another in a 
completely different light, and they certainly did. 
 

I often hear from locals who still cherish memories of their own  
"Form 2 Camp" years ago.  
 

It is a privilege to see that tradition continue. 
 

To the parents, whānau, and staff who handled the logistics, gear 
checks, and food prep: Thank you. Your behind-the-scenes mahi 
allowed these students to have an experience that will stay with them 
for a lifetime. 
 

Ngā mihi nui, Paul Skerten 

More photos continued on next page. 



 

 

Orienteering over the weekend. 
Some hardy juniors and their accompanying adult 
supporters, and a few Murray's competed in the Nelson 
Orienteering event at Kaihoka Lakes and farm last Sunday.   
Amazing weather and scenery. 

Remember…  
If there are any school-related ads, 

photos or articles you would like put in 

the Goldie, please email to  

goldie@gbh.school.nz 

mailto:goldie@gbh.school.nz


 

 

aŀǘŀƛ 
 ƛƴ ǘƘŜ  
!Ǌǘ 
wƻƻƳ  

 

The date for the  
First Uniform Shop 
in 2026 is ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅ 
нфǘƘ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ  ммŀƳ-мǇƳ for 
returning students,  
at the school hall. 

          Library Notice 
As we are coming to the end of the 

school year,  
ǿŜ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜ ŀƭƭ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ ŀƴŘ {ŎƛŜƴŎŜ 
5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ǘŜȄǘ ōƻƻƪǎ ŀƴŘ {ŎƘƻƻƭ 
[ƛōǊŀǊȅ ōƻƻƪǎ ǊŜǘǳǊƴŜŘ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ŜƴŘ 

ƻŦ ȅŜŀǊ ǎǘƻŎƪǘŀƪŜΦ  
Please have a hunt around at home. 

Thank you 

Movember progress  

  ¸ŜŀǊ ф !Ǌǘ students have been busy with several 

impressive sculpture projects this term. Here are some 
examples of their latest achievements.   

{ǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭ {ŎǊŀōōƭŜ ¢ƻǳǊƴŀƳŜƴǘ  
Following extensive practice throughout the year, 14 TWKOM students and two homeschooled participants competed in 
the annual Scrabble Tournament.  
The event saw numerous personal bests, with WŀƛƳƛŜΣ hŀƪƛŜΣ ŀƴŘ WŀŎƪǎƻƴ delivering outstanding performances in their 
respective 
categories. 
 

We extend 
our gratitude 
to Murray 
Rogers for his 
commitment 
to supporting 
the students' 
enjoyment of 
the game. 



 

 

Teapot Valley Year 7 Camp 

Kia Ora! 
 

I am Julia, an international student from Germany. For the 
last few months I have been going to GBHS. I got to meet so 
many amazing people, learnt new things and saw so much of 
the beautiful nature during my time here. Thanks to Golden 
Bay High School, my time here was awesome! I would like to 
thank all of my friends I made here, all of my teachers and 
everyone supporting me. You made my stay unforgettable! 
 

What made the whole experience unique were all the new 
and unusual things I experienced. Living in a small town is 
not normal for me, but I did enjoy it. I also got to experience 
different subjects, like Outdoor Education. It was amazing 
going mountain biking and learning how to roll in a kayak 
during school. You learn so much about teamwork and 
confidence in this subject. The best thing about this is that 
you don't need to be good at everything; you just need to be 
willing to try! 
 

Just recently, I got to do the Year 8 Abel Tasman Tramp. You 
guys are lucky to live so close to such an amazing park. 
Except for one rainy day, the weather was beautiful.  
Although it was a lot of walking, there was a lot of weight to 
carry, and the floor was not the most comfortable place to 
sleep. However, it was all absolutely worth it! Not only for  
the view, but also for the experience. Everyone who did this  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
walk can be really proud of themself. My time in the Abel 
Tasman was amazing! 
 

Soon I will be leaving Golden Bay. I am so grateful for this 
experience! It is a memory for life. Not only one, but so 
many! I am already looking forward to coming back (which I 
will absolutely do someday). 
 

Te Waka Kura o Mohua/ Golden Bay High School is an 
amazing place to be an exchange student! 
 

Vielen Dank and Ngā Mihi, 

Julia  



 

 

  

is on the rise again in New Zealand.  
 

The vaccine is free of charge to students entering Halls of 
Residence, or armed forces next year, and also to any students who turn 13 years of age while living in 
boarding school hostels. 
 

Meningitis strains covered are A,B,C,W &Y, 2 vaccines at first visit followed by a booster 8 weeks later.  
Ideally you would want to start mid-end November in order to get the booster dose before moving to 
new living situation. 
 

Please book with a nurse at Golden Bay Medical Centre 035250060 or  
 

more information from Youth Health Nurse Caroline 0272031213 

Meningitis

[ƻǎǘ tǊƻǇŜǊǘȅ 
We still have a large 
amount of lost property. 

 

There will be one more lost 
property display. 

Please come to the office, 
or encourage your student 
to do so, if you are missing 

anything. 
 

All unnamed clothing is 
taken to Trash Palace in the  
last week of term. 
Thank you, 

From the office staff. 


